PRESIDENT THABO MBEKI EXTENDS CONDOLENCES ON THE DEATH OF PRESIDENT LEVY
MWANAWASA

Pretoria- South African President Thabo Mbeki today, Wednesday 20 August 2008, extended
on behalf of the government and people of South Africa, the SADC Region and on his own
behalf heartfelt condolences to the government and people of Zambia on the death of
President Levy Mwanawasa. In this regard, President Mbeki said” The Government and
people of South Africa and indeed the entire SADC region are deeply saddened to learn of
the untimely death of our brother and leader, and recent Chairperson of SADC, President
Levy Mwanawasa’ said President Mbeki

“Coming in the wake of the recently concluded SADC Summit held in Johannesburg, the
peoples of our country and region- SADC- will most certainly miss his invaluable contribution
to the region’s political and economic development.

“In memory of this African Patriot and leader of the Zambian people, we surely must
commit ourselves to building upon the foundations he laid during his tenure as the
Chairperson of SADC for the deepening of regional economic integration, intensification of
regional infrastructure development as well as the restoration and strengthening of regional
political unity and cohesion” continued President Mbeki.

“Accordingly, during these difficult moments, we can only but share in the pain and sorrow
of the Zambian peoples at the loss of President Mwanawasa. In this regard, our thoughts
and prayers necessarily reach out to the entire Zambian nation and in particular members of
the bereaved family.

“The people of South Africa and indeed the entire SADC region, accordingly, extend their
heartfelt condolences to the government and people of Zambia and to his widow Maureen
Mwanawasa and the children” concluded President Mbeki
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